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TO THE. 


BURGESSES of LUDLOW. 


GENTLEMEN, 


MONG the following obſervations 

A. you will perceive ſome letters, which, 
perhaps, have already engaged your atten- 
tion, They are not preſented to you again 
becauſe they are ſuppoſed to have any merit 
either of ſentiment, or ſtile, but ſolely 
with a view to preſerve in your minds a due 
ſenſe of the treatment you have received 


from thoſe perſons who make the principal 
ſubject of them. 


A report prevails that Lord Clive, diſ- 
guſted with the ungenerous return made 
him by his preſent conſtituents for “ his 
« ſteady ſupport of the conſtitution,” is 
about to retire to his Borough of Biſhop's 
Caſtle; and that it is ſettled by the noble 
Earl, who chuſes Members for the Town 
of Ludlow, that Frederick Cornewall and 


R. P. 


; 
* 


; * x | " 2 3 

iv, DE DICAT ION. 

R. P. Knight, Eſurs. hall be your Repre- 
ſentatives in the next Parliament. They 
deſerve every thing from hint which the 
moſt liberal bounty can beſtow, 


How juſtly they are intitled to any mark 
of regard or confidence from you, the fol- 


lowing papers will demonſtrate, I recom- 


mend them to your ſerious peruſal, 
And am, 
GENTLEMEN, 
With great ſincerity, 
| Your devoted humble Servant, 
A BURGESS. 
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HEN the laſt Parliament was approach- 
ing to its end, the deſpicable ſtate of the 
borough of Ludlow became a frequent ſubject of 
lamentation among the Burgeſſes. The recollec- 
tion that an Iriſh gentleman had been impoſed ori 


them, at the laſt election, in a manner peculiarly 


diſgraceful, excited a general wiſh, that an effort 
might be made by the Burgeſſes to chuſe Repre- 
ſentatives for themſelves. Beſides, it gave con- 
cern to every thinking mind, that the noble 
Earl, who took upon him to nominate members. 
for the borough, would ſend only ſuch to Par- 
liament as would engage to ſupport the meaſures 
of the late Adminiſtration. Under theſe circum- 
ſtances, they looked around them for a gentle- 
man, whoſe conſtitutional principles and public 
ſpirit might ſtimulate him to make an attempt 
to relicve them from the oppreſſion under which 

B they 


EQ.) 
they laboured: they naturally turned their 


thoughts to R. P. Knight, Eſq. This gentleman 
had never been in Parliament, but had diſtin- 


guiſhed himſelf, by ſupporting Sir George Corne- 


wall, in the county of Hereford, againſt the Ox- 
ford intereſt, and my exertion of miniſtetial 
power. : 

He had too taken an ad; part in inducing 
that county to petition Parliament againſt the un- 
due influence of the Crown, &c. &c. 

The propriety of the choice being generally 
admitted, application was made to Mr. K. and, 
the unhappy ſtate of the borough being pointed 
out to him, he was aſked whether, if at the ap- 
proaching meeting of the Burgeſſes, he ſhould be 
propoſed for a candidate, he would accept the 
nomination, and act accordingly. This applica- 
tion was made the beginning of June. A fort- 
night having paſſed without any anſwer being 
returned, he was written to again, to the fame 
purport. On the 2; th, four days after the meet- 
ing, the following letter was received from him: | 


EL WO T7 Y.} 
me 24 
„ HAVE been favoured with two letters 
from you, which I beg pardon for not anſwering 
ſooner. The caſe was, that I did not chuſe to 


decide upon mattcxanat ſo much conſequence, 
Si F<. . 
55 without 


= 


without firft conſulting my friends. I wiſhed, 
alſo, if poſſible, to prevent any diviſion among 
thoſe neighbours with whom I have lived fo long 
and ſo happily. This I think now entirely accom- 
pliſhed, by Lord Powis having recommended my 
friend, Mr, Cornewall, who, I hope, will have 
your approbation as fincerely as he has mine, 
In public matters' it can make no difference, as 
I am to have his intereft in Leominſter ; fo that 
it will be eventually the fame as if he had con- 
tinued for Leominſter, and I had been choſe for 
Ludlow. Permit me, nevertheleſs, to return you, 
and the reſt of my friends at Ludlow, my ſincere 
thanks for your good apinion of me, and to beg 
of you to continue the ſame, which it ſhall be 
my conſtant ſtudy to deferve. Any favour done 
to Mr. Cornewall, I ſhall eſteem the ſame as if 
done to myſelf: we differ widely in our politics, 
but, I believe, we both act from good principles. 
I am, S1R, 
your moſt obliged, 
and faithful humble ſcrvant, 

R. P. KNIGHT.” 
Whatehall, June 22, 1780. ö 


As ſoon as Mr. Knight's letter appeared, it 
was conjectured, that it was purpoſely delayed 
till this time, that the Burgeſſes, depending on 
his conſent to the nomination, or, at leaſt, being 

| B 2 ignorant 
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ignorant that he would make any objection to it, 
might not look out for another candidate; and 
thus the borough, as uſual, might reinain en- 
tirely at the diſpoſal of the noble Earl. That 
this was the motive of Mr. Knight s ſilence, and 
not any want of time to conſult his friends, as he 
ended, appeared, ſoon after, from the follow- 

ing fact: that,“ prior to the application made to 
him by the Burgeſſes of Ludlow, he was engaged 
to repreſent the. borough of Leominſter, at the 
enſuing election; ſo that the matter which Mr. 
K. repreſents © of ſo muth conſequence,” (that 
is, which borough ſhould be ſo fortunate as to 
have him for its repreſentative) was already de- 
cided. Beſides, the letter that came ſo late might 
as well have been ſpared, as Mr. K. arrived at 
Ludlow the ſame night with that, and might 
have communicated the contents of it in propria 
perſona. | 

In the mean time, the Burgeſſes, apprehenſe 
from the above circumſtance, that their application 
to Mr. K. might be communicated to the noble 
Earl, and that Mr. P. who had the management 
of the borough, might be employed to fruſtrate 
their 3 of chuſing a Repreſentative for them- 


ſelves, 


® The application to M. K. was made in June, whereas 
© the correſpondence between him and my Lord Wagd, rela- 
tive to the borough of Leominſter, commenced early 1 
April. 
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| felves, applied to Mr. Beale, a country gentle. 
man, of good character, in the neighbourhood, 
who attended the meeting, and was nominated 
with general approbation. 

It is remarkable, that though the borough of 
Ludlow ſends two members to Parliament, the 
Burgeſſes never preſume to think of chuſing more 
than one, leaving the other, with due ſubmiſſion, 
to the nomination of the noble Earl, flattering 
themſelves, that being ſatisfied with this, he would 
make no oppoſition to their choice. Beſides, not 
doubting that he would nominate Lord Clive, 
many gentlemen, inclined to think favourably of 
his Lordſhip, were in hopes, that not being in 
want of either wealth or honours, and ſeeing the 
miſerable ſlate to which the country was reduced, 
he would no longer vote, on every occaſion, with 
an Adminiſtration, which, every day, was add- 
ing to our burthens and diſgrace. In this cha- 
ritable hope, however, they wert diſappointed. ' 

Not many days elapſed, after the nomination 
of Mr. Beale, before the noble Earl appeared, 
attended by two candidates, Lord Clive and Mr. 
Cornewall. At the ſame time the following letter 
was circulating among the Burgeſſes: 


Cos 
* $22; | 


© AS you are no ſtranger to the friendſhip 
that ſubſiſts between Lord Clive and me, you will 


not 


1 


not wonder that he has my warmeſt wiſhes in the 
purſuit of his principal object, which i is, that of 
being elected again to repreſent the n of 
Ludlow. 

« Mr. Frederick Corne wall, jun. a relation of 
mine, has been propoſed as the other candidate; 
a gentleman, whoſe family has been long con- 
need with the town, and vate . are 
irreproachable. | 

I am ſenſible 1 have 1 no right, nor ſhall I 
preſume to interfere further in the election, than 
to expreſs my hopes, that both theſe deſerving 
candidates may meet with your approbatior and 
ſupport. 


TRIES, Woo 24, 1780. 


His ne ſays, Mr. Cornewall has been 
Propoſed. '? He was not propoſed at the Meet- 
ing. Who prepoſed him, and who was the cauſe 
of this propoſal, appears from Mr. Knight's let- 
ter, which gave the firſt intimation of his being a 
candidate for thè borough of Ludlow. What his 
Lordſhip meant by © Mr. Cornewall's irreprocah- 
able principles,” has never been diſcovered to 

this 


The reaſon Mr. C. gave the Burgeſſes for not at- 
tending the Meeting was curious ; ** That he was appre- 
„ henſive, that his appearance there would create a ſuſ- 
„ picion in the noble Earl, that he was deſirous of gain- 
„ ing an intereſt in the borozgh independent of bim.“ 


POWES” 


(2.3 

this day. If he meant political principles, it 
may be ſaid, without want of candour, that he 
never had any. On every occaſion, he ſupported | 
Lord North; and that Miniſter was ſo variable, 

ſo inconfiſtent, and ſo contradictory, both in his 
ſentiments and conduct, that thoſe extraordinary 
perſonages, who ſupported him in all his varia- 
tions, inconſiſtencies, and contradictions, may be 
fairly ſaid to be directed by no principle at all. 

It was obſerved, that though the noble Earl 
ſeemed ſenſible, © that he had no right to interfere 
in the election,“ yet he did not ſcruple to do it. 
However, he will not preſume to interfere fur- 
ther.“ How well he kept his word will * 
from his ſubſequent conduct. 

As only one candidate was nominated at the 
Meeting, on the 20th of June, no mention being 
made of Lord Clive by his friends who were pre_ 
ſent (which was thought ſomewhat extraordinary) 
the following advertiſement appeared in the 
papers: 

* Borough of Ludlow, in the county of Salop. 
HAt a meeting of the Burgeſſes of the borough 
of Ludlow this day, in conſequence of an adver- 
tiſement in the public papers, to conſider of pro- 
per perſons to repreſent them in Parliament, 
Thomas Beale, Eſq. of the Heath, was unani- 
mouſly nominated one of the candidates to repre- 


ſent the ſaid borough in Parliament, at the en- 
ſuing 
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ſuing election; and, at the ſame time, the meet- 
ing of Burgeſſes to conſider. of another proper 
perſon to repreſent them in Parliament, was ad- 
journed to Tueſday the agth of July next, at the 
Market-Houſe, in the ſaid borough, at ten o'clock 
in the forenoon. 5 
Angel Inn, Ludlow, June 20, 1780.“ 

A few days after appeared the following curious 
addreſs: 
To the * EleQors of 3 
„ GENTLEMEN, 


*- Having this day, in conjunRtion with Mr. 
Cornewall, canvaſſed the town of Ludlow, and 


been honoured with a very general approbation, I 


take the liberty of applying in this manner to 
ſuch of you as reſide at a diſtance, and to whom, 
for that reaſon, I cannot ſo immediately .pay a 
perſonal attention. The height of my ambition is 
to continue one of the Members for this indepen- 
dent and reſpectable borough. My conduct, hi- 
therto, has been ſteady in ſupport of the conſti- 
tution, unbiaſſed by any other conſideration than 
that of my duty as a repreſentative of the people 
of England; and in a juſt ſenſe of that duty, I 
now preſume to ſolicit your votes at the next ge- 


= neral election. 


I am, Gentlemen, 
Your obliged and faithful humble ſervant, 
Oak/ey-park, 24th June, C. LIVE. 
1780. | 


CS 3 

In juſtice to Mr. P. who is ſuppoſed to have 
the direction of all matters of conſequence rela- 
tive to his Lordſhip, it is but fair to obſerve that 
he had written an addreſs to the Burgeſſes to be 
figned by his Lordſhip arid Mr. Cornwall, in 
amicable conjunction, which his Lordſhip would 
not agree to, ſhrewdly remarking, that to pleaſe 
the Burgeſſes of Ludlow it would be proper to 
fay ſomething about the independence of the 
borough, and his duty as a repreſentative of the 
people of England;“ which was done according 
to his Lordſhip's intimation. 


As an antidote to this poiſon appeared the fol- 
lowing : 


Borough of Ludlow, in the county of Salop. 
Lord Clive, in his addreſs to the worthy elec- 
tors of the borough of Ludlow, ſays, My con- 
duct, hitherto, has been ſteady in ſupport of the 
conſtitution, unbiaſſed by any other conſideration 
than that of my duty as a repreſentative of the 
people of England; and yet this noble Lord 
| bas, ever fince he has been in Parliament, voted 
with Adminiſtration on all queſtions, and on all 
occaſions whatſoever, and in the preſent ſeſſion has 
voted againſt the petitions of the people; againſt 
Mr. Burke's plan of economy; againſt purifying 
the Houſe of Commons by excluding contractors; 
againſt the diſcloſure of the penſion liſt, that the 
people of England might know to whom theit 
C money 


1 


money is given; and even when a large majority 
were aſhamed not to acknowledge, That the in- 
fluence of the Crown had increaſed, and ought to 
be diminiſhed,” Lord Clive ſtill adhered to tlie 
Miniſter, in his bluſhing minority, and affirmed 
the contrary;-and yet this noble Lord talks of his 
ſupporting the conſtitution ! 

It is to be hoped that the Burgeſſes of Ludlow 
will not be captivated by high-founding and un- 
meaning words; but examine a man's conduct in 
Parliament before they judge whether he has any 
regard for the conſtitution, or does his duty as a 
repreſentative of the people of England. It 
would have been more becoming in his Lordſhip 
to have followed Mr, Cornewall's example, who, 
having nothing to ſay in juſtification of his par- 
liamentary conduct, had the diſcretion to * it 
over in ſilence. . | 

The few weeks that paſſed 1 the next 
meeting was employed by the noble Earl and his 
candidates in an active and unremitted- canvas. 
We ſaw him, with theſe at his heels, paſs, with 
his uſual rapidity, through this and the neigh- 
bouring counties, in ſearch of Burgeſſes. The 
fatigues he endured, the difficulties he ſtruggled 
with, to gratify Lord C. © in the principal object 
of his ambition,” muſt have made an impreſſion 
on that noble Lord, which, it is probable, no length 
of time, or wiſh of independence on hes part, will 
ever obliterate. Country gentlemen, who knew 

| that 
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that Peers fometimes interpoſed in elections for 
Members of the Houſe of Commons, were, how- 
ever, ſurprized at ſeeing the noble Earl canvas in 
perſon for the candidates he ſupported. This was 
an infringement of the privileges of the electors 
of Great Britain, as daring as it was unprece- 
dented, | 

The meeting on the 24th of July was attended 
by friends to each candidate, but Mr. Beale's 
party appeared the moſt numerous and reſpeRable. 
The chief magiſtrate, after taking notice that the 
nomitation of Mr. Beale had taken place at the 
laft meeting, and that no other candidate had been 
riominated in a proper and conſtitutional manner, 
obſerved, that the preſent meeting was held, ac- 


- cording to the advertifement, for the nomination 


of a ſecond. Lord C. aroſe, and told the Bur- 
geſſes, © that he ſhould take this opportunity to 
propoſe himſelf.” No anſwer was made to this 
declaration ; and it was remarked, that as no one 
could be procured to propoſe his Lordſhip, fo no 
one thought proper to ſecond the motion, or ſay a 
ſylable in ſupport of it. R. P. Knight, Eſq. begged 
leave to recommend Mr. Cornewall to the Bur- 
geſſes as a proper perſon to repreſent them in Par- 
hament, at the enſuing eleftion. It was immedi- 
ately obferved, that the recommendation of Mr. 
C. came with great mpropriety from Mr. Knight ; 
that he had taken an active part in promoting a 

C 2 petition 
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_ petition from the county of Hereford ; that Mr. 
C. had voted againſt that petition, and had, on 
all occaſions, ſupported an Adminiſtration, which 
Mr. K. had as uniformly qppoſed. Mr. K. was 
alked, if there was any conſiſtency, or even de- 
cency in ſuch candutt ; and it was added, that if 
the people of England expected any good from 
ſuch patriots, they would be miſerably diſappointed. 
Mr. K. replied, © that Mr. C. was his friend; 
that he was no bigot in politics; and that, for 
aught he knew, that gentleman might be as much 
in the right in ſupporting Adminiſtration, as he 
was in oppoſing it.” A few days after the fol- 
lowing letter appeared in the public prints, ad- 
dreſſed _ 

To R. P. KNIGHT, Eq. 

— Nil Fuit unguam 
| a Tom diſder fibt... Hon. 

Sia, ; 

- I think it my duty to ſtate ta the public the 
ſentiments; you | delivered at the meeting of the 
Burgeſſes of this place, on the 25th of laſt month, 
that they may not be deceived in a man, of whom, 
from his paſt conduct, they entertain the faireſt 
hopes; and that they may know what little good 
is ta be expected from the late petitioners, when 
they contradict themſelves, and deſert their prin- 
ciples. At that mecting you propoſed Mr. C. 
the preſent Member for Leanuulſter, as a proper 

perſon 
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| perſon to repreſent the barough of Ludlow at the 
next election. It was obſerved, that this propo- 


ſal came with a bad grace from yon, who were 
very active in promoting a petition from the 
county of Hereford, and at the meeting warmly 
condemned the preſent Miniſtry and their mea- 
ſures ; as the gentleman you recommended had 


voted againſt that petition, and had ſupported the 


Miniſtry ever fince he had been in Parliament. 
Your anſwer was * that the gentleman was your 
friend; that you were no higot in politics; and that, 
for aught you knew, that gentleman might be as 
much in the right in ſupporting Adminiſtration, 
as you in oppoling it. If ſo, why do you 
oppoſe the Miniſtry ? If you think it poſlible, 
that the Miniſtry may be right, why do you en- 


deavour to clog the wheels of Government by 


oppoſing them; unfertain, at the ſame time, 
whether you are doing ſervice or miſchief to your 
country ? As an honeſt man you ought not to 
oppole them, unleſs from a conviction of their 
being wrong, and if you are convinced of their 
being wrong, you mult, of conſequence, think 
every one ſo that ſupports them. 

If you are right, Mr. C. muſt be wrong: If 
you think yourſelf a friend to your country, you 
mult think Mr. C. an enemy, and as ſuch you 
ought to oppole him ; or, if your friendſhip for 
him is ſtronger than your regard for your country, 
and will not ſuffer you to do that, you ought not 


to 


( 44 ) 

to recommend him, or endeavour to procure him 
a ſeat in Parliament. You have oppoſed Mr. 
Harley, in the county of Hereford, and your 
friends ſay, that you are ready, if neceſſary, to 
oppoſe him again; and why ? becauſe he ſupports 
the Miniſtry in their impolitic and deſtructive 
meaſures. And pray, Sir, has not Mr. Corne- 
wall uniformly done the fame? An inftance or 
two may be diſcovered, in which Adminiſtration 
have permitted Mr. Harley to vote againſt them, 
but not one can be found in which they have 
granted the fame indulgence to Mr. Cornewall. 
What is it that attaches you to the . political cha- 
you againſt the -olitical character of Mr. H ? 

Is not this bigotry, and bigotry of the weakeſt 
kind? As to any other kind of bigotry i in politics, 
than this of your's, I never heard of it. 

In Religion, he is juſtly eſteemed a bigot, who 
thinks his own opinions right, and thoſe of others 
wrong; becauſe various opinions are there held, 
of, perhaps, equal uncertainty; and, becaufe 
ſpeculative opinions are there of inferior confe- 
quence, our principal buſineſs being to take care 
that our lives are in the right. But a manly and 
deciſive line of conduct, adopted, after much re- 
fleQion on political ſubjects, and adhered to with 
firmneſs, cannot be bigotry: it is conſiſtency and 
prociple. I am ſorry Mr, K. is to learn this. 
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If you begin to think you were wrong in con- 
demning Adminiſtration, petitioning, &c. for 
God's ſake acknowledge your repentance, and 
endeavour, by the zeal of a proſelyte, to make 
ſome atonement for the errors of a ſinner. Mr. 
Harley will kindly overlook your paſt offences, 
and Lord Bateman, with the induſtry of a pre- 
ceptor, will cheriſh your new principles till they 
grow to a maturity, which Adminiſtration itſelf 
muſt admire and reward, That this is likely to 
be the caſe, is far from improbable. When a 
man, after declaiming and petitioning againſt the 
undue influence of the Crown, aſſiſts the Miniſter 
in procuring. another dependent Houſe of Com- 
mons, by ſupporting candidates notoriouſly at- 
tached to Adminiſtration ; when he refuſes a bo- 
rough, which expected nothing from him but an 
honeſt and diſintereſted line of conduct; and, 
with ſingular care, provides himſelf with one 
which requires nothing from him but money, 
regardleſs of his principles or conſiſtency, the 
petitioners, and all other advocates ſor a free and 
independent Parliament, will look on him as an 
apoſtate, and guard againſt him as an enemy. 

J congratulate you, Sir, on the happy ſituation 
you have placed yourſelf in—change ſentiments, 
change conduct, as often as you pleaſe, the Bur- 
geſſes of I eominſter muſt not reproach their 
young patriot with inconſiſtency : he is under no 


obligation 


( 16 ) 
obligation to them ; and, therefore, may act as he 


pleaſes. 
Your generous and grateful 8 to the 


Burgeſſes of Ludlow, I ſhall make the ſubject of 
another letter; and, in the mean time, am, with 
due reſpect, your very humble ſervant, 


A BURGESS. 
Ludlow, Aug. 2, 1780. 


This addreſs had not the good effect expected 
from it. It was hoped, that it would have con- 
vinced Mr. K. of the inconſiſtency of his political 
conduct, and have induced him to obſerve, at 
teaſt, a neutrality, on the preſent occaſion : but 
this hope ſoon vaniſhed ; for we ſaw him ſup- 
porting the nomination of the noble Earl, and 
canvaſſing, in perſon, on behalf of his candidates. 
Yet Mr. Beale was his old acquaintance, and one 


of thoſe © neighbours with whom he had lived. ſo 


long and lo happily ;” but was now to be 
facrificed to gratify the pride of a noble Lord, 
whoſe political character he was known to deteſt, 
and to gain the good-will of Mr. P. whoſe 
wretched expedients he affected to deſpiſe. 


In conſequence of this extraordinary conduct, 


the following letter was addreſſed 


To 


(6 


To R. P. KNIGHT, Ew. 


— 
* 


W:det meliora probat que 
Deteriora ſequitur, Ovid. 


812, | 

AT the requeſt of ſeveral Burgeſſes, who are 
anxious to have it forgotten, that they were ever 
ſo indiſcreet as to wiſh to be repreſented in Par- 
liament by Mr. K. I ſhall paſs over your ge- 
nerous and grateful behaviour to them, and return 
to the obligation they are under to you, for your 
recommendation of Mr. C. 

Excluſive of his known attachment to Admi- 
niſtration (which, to a petitioning patriot, ought 
ſurely to be ſome objection) can you think Mr. C. 
a proper perſon to repreſent us in Parliament ? 
Conſider, Sir, his almpſt total loſs: hearing. It 
is with regret I mention a perſonal. defect; but, 
Sir, when private defects may be productive of 
public miſchief, they are not to be overlooked. 
Mr. C. muſt be a mere ſpectator in the Houſe 
of Commons: he cannot hear a ſyllable of the 
debates. The eloquence of a Burke, or the fire 
of a Fox, cannot either move or warm him. He 
mult be directed when to ſay Aye or No; and, 
unleſs his couſin Charles is always at his elbow, 
may make miltakes that may offend his friends in 
Adminiſtration, and, perhaps, leſſen your regard 
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for him. To procure a petitioning patriot to 
propoſe Mr. C. was an ingenious contrivance. — 
It was part of the haſty and unfortunate treaty 
concluded with that gentleman, under the auſpices 
of a noble Earl. They may now congratulate 
each other, on the ample revenge they have taken 
for your former enmity to their friend Mr. 
Harley, and the hoſtilities you commenced in 
Herefordſhire againſt their more valuable friends 
in Adminiſtration, a few months ago. 

Beſides, Sir, are you not aſſiſting a Peer in 
his endeavours to chuſe members for the Houſe 
of Commons. Had not a noble Earl printed 
two hundred circular letters, direQting the Bur- 
gelles to chuſe Lord Clive and Mr. Cornewall, 
whom his Lordſhip is pleaſed to ſtile © two de- 
* ſerving candidates,” becauſe they have follow- 
ed his example, in voting for the Miniſtry ever 
fince they have been in Parliament? Has he not 
canvaſſed for theſe gentlemen as openly as if he 
himſelf was one of the candidates? I need not 
tell you, Sir, that by means of the Corniſh bo- 
roughs, Cinque ports, &c. Adminiſtration elect 


| a part of the Houſe of Commors, and, that if 


the Houſe of Peers are permitted to eleQ another 


part, there is an end of the Conſtitution of this 


country, of which you profeſs yourſelf ſo warm 
an admirer. The three eſtates are the pride af 
Britain, and envy of the univerſe, while they 


continue 
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continue Ponderibus librata ſuis; but once de- 
ſtroy the equilibrium, the whole fabric falls to 
pieces, and nothing will remain but a few ſhining 
fragments to excite, from age to age, the pity of 
mankind, for the deſtruQtion of the nobleſt work 
of human genius. 

I care not for fuch a man as Mr. Harley, nor 
will I waſte a drop of ink in animadverting on 
his conduct: the public know him, and cannot 
be deceived by him. But, Sir, ſhould there be 
a young man, whoſe fortunes are ſplendid ; whoſe 
* underſlanding is excellent; who has cultivated 
it by education, and improved it by travel ; who, 
after having obſerved the deſects in the govern- 
ment of other countries, returns home more 
cloſely attached to the admirable Conſtitution of 
his own; who ſeizes, with youthful ardour, the 
firſt opportunity of ſtepping forth as a champion 
for the people againſt a dangerous and deſperate 
Adminiſtration, which, in the ſpace of five years, 
by an encreaſed debt of above ſixty millions, has 
brought the nation to the very verge of bank- 
ruptcy and beggary ; who inſiſts upon it, before 
an aſſembled county—* that the people of Eng- 
* land, with diminiſhed ability, cannot bear an 
* encreaſing load of taxes; that the public mo- 

D 2 * ney 

It muſt be acknowledged, that this portrait was drawn 


from the partial repreſentations of Mr. K's friends, and has 
been found, on compariſon, to be very unlike the original. 
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* ney muſt be expended with more frugality; | 
& that the influence of the Crown muſt be reſiſt- 
* ed; that the preſent Miniſtry are the cauſe of 
© all our misfortunes, &c. &c.” 

Should we ſee, Sir, this flaming patriot, who 
ſo lately ſcorched us in the meridian, rapidly 
deſcending to the honzon ; ſhould we ſee him 
aſhſting the Miniſter to procure another depen- 
dent Houſe of Commons, by {upporting candi- 
dates notoriouſly attached to Admuniſtration 
ſhould we ice him finiſh his carcer of public 
virtue, by ſelecting for himſelf, with curious feli- 
city, one of the moſt venal bouroughs in the 
kingdom, Wn 

Who but muſt laugh, if ſuch a man thare be? 

„Who would not weep it Atticus were he?” Pore. 

I ſhall now, Sir, cloſe a correſpondence, into 
which nothing ſhould have drawn me but a ſincere 
conviction, that the civil ſalvation of this country 
depends on our having, ſpeedily, a Parliament 
more pure and uncorrupt than the preſent; which 
is only to be obtained by our chuſing thoſe perſons, 
who have uniformly approved themſelves friends | 
to the people, and rejecting thoſe, whoſe fluctuat- 
ing conduct and inconſiſtency have rendered them 
unworthy of public confidence. 
I remain, with due reſpect, 
Iour very humble ſervant, 


A BURGESS. 
Ludlow, Aug. 16, 1780, 


"at re —ę 4 


( 21 ) 
Soon after appeared the following addreſs : 


To the Buxcesszs of LuoLow. 


GENTLEMEN, 


AS Lord Clive and Mr. Cornewall, two of 
the candidates for this borough, have procured 
opinions on a .caſe ſtated by them, That ſons 
of ſworn Burgeſſes, who were born before their 
fathers were ſworn, and perſons, who have mar- 
ried the daughters of ſworn Burgeſſes, who were 
allo born before their fathers were ſworn, have 
no right to vote at elections for members of this 
borough, notwithſtanding ſuch perſons have voted 
at all paſt elections, all perſons who are in the 
predicament abovementioned, and wiſh to pre- 
ſerve their right of voting, are earneſtly requeſted 
to meet at the Bear and White Lion, in Ludlow, 
on Monday, the 25th day of September next, 
at ten o'clock in the forenoon, to conſider what 
meaſures are neceſſary to be purſued to maintain 
their rights and privileges ; which they and their 
polterity will be deprived of, if proper ſteps are 
not taken to prevent the {aid opinions being car- 
ried into execution 


Ludlow, Aug. 30, 1780. 


By way of reply to this, appeared the ſollow- 
ing addrels : 


10 
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To the worthy Burgeſſes of Ludlow, particu- 
larly to thoſe Burgeſſes who were born before 
their fathers were ſworn. 

„An anonymous advertiſement has appeared 
„in the public prints, which, by the mode in 
< which it is expreſſed, is evidently calculated to 
* miſlead and deceive you.” 

The anſwer we give under our hands to the 
inſinuation conveyed in that advertiſement, is, 
that ſuch inſinuation is founded in falſehood. 

We are confident you will not be the dupes of 
fuch low artifice, and, on every occaſion, , we 
pledge ourſelves the friends of your rights, and 
the aſlerters of your privileges. 


irn 
FRED. CORNEWALL. 


Ludlow gth Sept. 1780. 


What mean the inverted commas in the 
firſt paragraph, which is no quotation ? 

How punQuually theſe * deſerving candidates” 
fulfilled their engagement will appear hereafter. 

The above paper was ſaid to be the production 
of Mr. P. and from the unlettered ſtile, and the 
modeſty with which he contradicts a well-known 
fact, no doubt can be entertained of it. 

As the election was now approaching, Mr. 
Beale thought proper to addreſs the following 


To 
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To the worthy EleQors of the borough of 
LUDLOW. 
Genilemen, 

The day of election for the borough of Ludlow 
leing fixed for Friday the 15th inſtant, I requeſt 
the favour of your early attendance on that day, 
in my behalf. Without any application on my 
part, I was called upon by the Burgeſles to aſſiſt 
them in recovering the independence of the 
borough, and I have no doubt but I ſhall have the 
ſupport of every true friend to his country, in ſo 
good and conſtitutional a deſign, 

The open and avowed interpofition of a Peer 
of the realm in favour of my opponents, has, I 
am ſenſible, given them an advantage over me; 
but I flatter myſelf that the exertions of my friends 
who wiſh to fee the next Parliament free and un- 
corrupt, will render ſuch interpoſition ineffectual. 

If I have the honour to be choſen one of your 
| repreſentatives, you may depend upon it, that my 
conduct in Parliament ſhall be influenced by 
nothing but a ſincere regard for the public good ; 
as I have no other view but that of preſerving the 
liberties, and promoting the welfare of the peo- 
ple of England. 

| am, with great regard, 
Gentlemen, 
Your faithful humble ſervant, 
THOMAS BEALE. 
Ludlow, Sept. $, 1780, 
About 


6249) 
About this time appeared the following obſer- 


vations in a country paper: 


Extract of a letter from Ludlow, Sept. 10. 

* The efforts making here to ſend an honeſt 
and an independent man to Parliament have, at 
length, attracted the notice of the Miniſtry, 
who have iſſued orders to every perſon, who is a 


Burgeſs, in the army, navy, Poſt-offi ce, Stamp- 


office, Exciſe, &c. to vote for their friends Lord 
Chve and Mr. Cornewall. This conduct does 
honor. to the Miniſtry, as theſe gentlemen have 
faithfully ſerved them for feyen years, and deſerve 
every encouragement and ſupport it is in the power 
of Adminiſtration to give. Undoubtedly, Mi- 
niſtry do their duty in ſupporting gentlemen, who, 
deaf to the voice of reaſon, and regardleſs of a 
nation's ſufferings, prefer the ſervice of Adminil- 
tration to the welfare of their country ; but, at the 
fame time, the people of England ſhould do ther 
duty, in reſiſting, by every means in their power, 
fuch open and barefaced attempts to procure 
another dependent Houſe of Commons, remem- 
bering, that all the ſalutary bills, propoſed in the 
Laſt ſeſſion, tending to preſerve the liberties, and 
promote the eaſe and happineſs of the people, 
were rejected by a Houle of Commons, con- 
trouled and directed by a Miniſter, at his plea- 
ture.” 


Mr. 


| ( #9") 
| Mr. Beale now took a view of his fituation and 
ſtrength ; and, having done it, was apprehenſive 
| that his opponents would ſucceed by a very ſmall 
majority, Beſides, it was given out, that if he was 
returned he would be petitioned againſt, and 
every means poſſible made uſe of to fruſtrate his 
electioti, as the noble Earl was determined to ſpend 
half his fortune rather than loſe his privilege of 
chuſing Members for the borough of Ludlow. 
Mr. B. therefore declined, and the noble Earl 
had again the ſatisfaction to compliment Adminilſ- 
tration with two Members moſt devoutly at their 
ſervice. To do juſtice to his Members, they an- 
{xered his moſt ſanguine expectations, and proved, 
by their Parliamentary conduct, that they merited 


the appellatior! of © deſerving candidates, with 


which he had diſtinguiſhed them, 

In the county of Montgomery, his Lordſhip 
was not equally ſucceſsful: His deſign, prepared 
with much ingenuity by Mr. P. the Guy Faux of 
the buſineſs, was diſcovered, and the miſchievous 
effects it was intended to produce, prevented. 
The following account of the plot, as given to the 
public at the time, is worth prelerving : 


Extract of a letter from Montgomery, [uly 6. 
„Our meeting, to conſider of a proper perſon 
to reprelent the county at the enſuing election, is 
juſt over, Thanks to the good ſenſe and ſpirit 
E. of 
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of the frecholders, one of the vileſt ſchemes that art 
and profligacy ever contrived, is fruſtrated. At 
the Iaſt General Eection Mr. Moſtyn Owen was 
recommended and ſupported by a noble Earl. 
He was oppoled by Mr. Wynne, ſupported by Sir 
W. Wynne ; and after a long and expenſive con- 
teſt, was choſen by a great majority. Mr. Owen, 
on coming to Parliament, adopted a manly and 
diſintereſted line of conduct, attaching himſelf to 
no party, but voting ſometimes with the Miniſter, 
and ſometimes againſt him. This conduct of- 
fended the noble Lord, who expected him ſer- 
vilely to follow his example, and ſupport the Mi- 
niſter at all times, and at all events. The free- 
Holders applauded his conduct, and ſhewed a 
warm deſire of chuſing him again at the approach- 
ing election. Aware of their deſign, the noble 
Earl folicited his quondam opponent, and rival in 
the county to join his intereſt with his to prevent 
the election of Mr. Owen; and, as the price of 
this co-operation, agreed that Mr. K. a friend of 
his, ſhould have the county, to the certain ruin of 
his own intereſt. To counteract this iniquitous 
plot a county meeting was held. Mr. Owen, 
with one voice, was, called for by the freeholders, 
and moſt earneſtly intreated to repreſent them 
again in Parliament. Senſible of the formidable 
oppolition formed againſt him, this gentleman 
would fain have dechned ; but the ſolicitations of 
; the 
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the frecholders increaſing and riſing in warmth, 
he was prevailed on to gratify their inclination. 
Mr. K. was preſent, but declared his ready ac- 
quieſcence in the general voice of the county. 

May this noble ſpirit, this generous attach- 
ment to'men of integrity and public virtue, ſpread 
from county to county, and the glorious con- 
ſequence bea perfectly free and independent 
Parliament! 
May the borough follow the bright example 
ol the county, and be no longer at the diſpoſal of 
a man, who is labouring to extinguiſh every ſpark 
of virtue and public ſpirit, as far as either his au- 
thority or influence extend.” 


Soon after a country gentleman, in the neigh- 
bourhood, formed a deſign of reſcuing the bo- 
rough out of his Lordſhip's hands; but the noble 
Earl canvaſſing the town of Montgomery in perſon, 
and giving out that he had a certain majority of 
eight votes, the deſign was dropped, and the 
borough was again given to Mr. Keene, Lady 
North's brother. | 

His worthy coadjutor, Mr. K. having had the 
ſatisfaQtion to fee the election at Ludlow terminate 
according to his wiſhes, repaired to Leominfter, 
confident of having no oppoſition there. The 
curious tranſactions of that day cannot be better 
deſcribed than in the following 


E. 2 Extract 
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Extract of a letter from Leominſter, Sept. 26, 

%% Our election, which was a few days ago, is 
likely to be attended with ſerious conſequences. 

The only candidates who had declared them- 
ſelves, and canvaſſed the town were, Lord Bateman 
and R. P. Knight, Eſq. On the day of eleQion, 
Thomas Mytten, Eſq. of North Cleebury, offered 
himſelf a candidate ; and, at the cloſe of the poll, 
was found to have 44 votes. 

This gentleman gepped forth on this occaſion, 
from the pureſt and nobleſt motive, that of en- 
deavouring to put a ſtap to the progreſs of cor: 
ruption which had ſo long prevailed in this wretched 
and venal borough; and from the ſame motive, 
was ſupported by the few honeſt and diſintereſted 
men in it. The practice here, for many years, has 
been to look out for candidates who have large 
fortunes, and who, having nothing but money to 
recommend them, are willing to give a good price 
for a ſeat in Parliament. On aliurances being 
given that they will do as preceding. candidates 
have done, the Burgeſſes rely on ſuch aſſurances, 
and engage their votes. A few days after the 
Members take their feats Five Guineas are paid, 
by order of cach of the candidates, to every 
perſon within the borough who had promiſed 
them a vote. Out of about 300 Burgeſſes, it is 
a well-known fact, that there are not above fifty 
who do not receive Ten Guineas each (that is 
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Five from each candidate) for their votes. Mr. 
Mytten propoſed to have the bribery-oath admi- 
niſtered to every Burgeſs; but on conſidering the 
fatal conſequences that might accrue to him, and 
his few honeſt friends, from ſuch a ſtep, he 
thought proper to decline doing it. 

P, S. A ſingular circumſtance attended this 
election. Mr. Harley, who is not very popular 
here, on the day of election repreſented Lord 
Bateman, and was chaired, for him. This gen- 
tleman, knowing that the ruling paſſion of man- 
kind is ſelf-intereſt, provided himſelf with a large 
quantity of filver, which he threw plentifully 
around him, as he paſſed through the ſtreets, and 
thereby purchaled much noiſe and acclamation, 
Behind him advanced the patriotic Mr. K. but 
he having no filver for the populace, a ſullen ſi- 
lence reigned around, and, whilſt every eye was 
fixed on the arch contractor, | 

«© The youthful Patriot paſſed unheeded by.” 
This election was not fo advantageous to the Bur- 
geſſes = as former ones had been, from 
the unfortunate circumſtance of their having a 
Patriot for one of their repreſentatives; as, on 
that account, payment was delayed to the month 
of January ; though it was then paid, with little 
caution, by his agent, who went from houſe to 
houſe, and paid Five Guincas to every Burgels 

who 
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who voted for him, juſtly paſſing by the indiſ- 
creet 44 who voted againſt him. 


Soon after the following obſervations - on | this 


.gentleman's conduct appeared in an 


Extract of a letter from Hereford, Jan. 17, 1781. 

We are all peace and quietnefs in this city, 
but not ſo able to ſupport the cauſe of liberty as 
we could wiſh. We have the ſame repreſentatives 
we had in the laſt Parliament ; one devoted to 
Adminiſtration ; the other a warm friend to the 


people. 5 


4 To ſupport the cauſe of the latter, and ſtrength - 
en the petitioning party in this place, a deſign was 
formed to bring in R. P. Knight, Eſq. at the late 
election, in conjunction with Mr. Scudamore; 
that gentleman having diſtinguiſhed himſelf very 
much by his activity in promoting a petition from 


| this county. 


This deſign got wind too ſoon, and was coun- 
teradted and fruſtrated by the Baronet and his 
party.— Short - ſighted mortals as we are! This 
diſappointment was a very fortunate one; for, in 
a few months, we ſaw our patriotic leader, Mr. 
K. ſupporting Lord Clive and Mr. Cornewall, in 
the Borough of Ludlow, notwithſtanding thoſe 
gentlemen had voted againſt our petition, and 
were known to be attached to an adminiſtration, 


which 
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which Mr. K. did not ſcruple to ſay; at the coun- 
ty meeting, were purſuing meaſures that would 
involve this country in beggary and ruin. 

« Scarce recovered from the ſurprize we were 
thrown into by this ſudden change of principles 
and conduct, we ſaw him a candidate for the 
Borough of Leominſter ; a place no patriot ever 
thought of repreſenting, for obvious reaſons. Mr. 
K—'s motives for wiſhing to repreſent this bo- 
rough were unknown, till his friends thought 
proper to ſpeak of it as an act of refined general- 
ſhip in that gentleman ;—** that having an eye to 
the county, he has judiciouſly taken poſt on the 
frontiers, that he might, when occaſion offered, 


march with more facility to the center, and take 


poſſeſſion of the whole.“ 

4 This was, undoubtedly, a noble plan, and is 
an additional proof of the enterpriſing genius of 
this young man. If it is true that Mr. K. in 
taking poſſeſſion of Leominſter had an eye to the 
county, that flattering proſpect mult have long 
diſappeared ! The ſreeholders of this county will 
never give their votes to a man, who, after pro- 
feſſing himſelf a ſteady friend to the GH 
and encouraging them with much warmth, tc 
petition parliament, ſupported miniſterial can- 
didates againſt an independent country gentleman, 
and aſſiſted a peer in his unconllitutional endea- 
vours to chule members for the Houſe of Com- 


mons, 
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mons. We drop all connections with this gentle- 
man for ever, and leave him to enjoy thoſe more 
honourable he has formed with the Earl of P. 
Lord C. and Mr. Probert ; the former of whorn, 
we hear, has introduced him to his particular 
friend, Lord Sandwich, who, no doubt, will 
confirm him in his new ſyſtem of politics, and, 
by his converſation and example, inſpire him with 
an ambition of acquiring that amiable and moral 
character, by which his Lordſhip is ſo eminently 
diſtinguiſhed. . 

i We are happy to find that Sir George ſtill re- 
tains his integrity, but are under ſome uneaſineſs 
about him, knowing the conſequence of evil com- 
munication. 

As à reward for his gallant fervices at the elec- 
tion, the noble Earl, foon after, recommended 


him as a proper perſon to fill a vacancy in the 


corporation of Ludlow ; an honour referved for 


| his Lordfhip's confidential and approved good 


friends. We now fee him arrived at the heighth 
of his ambition; the patriotic repreſentative of an 
uncorrupt borough ; the unbiaſſed member of a 
reſpeRable corporation ; happy in the friendſhip 
of my Lord W *. more happy in the friendſhip 


* Mr. T. Ward, of Leominſter, commonly ſo called, 
Mr. Knight's confidential friend; whe has, for many years, 
managed the affairs of that Borough, with equal eredit to 
himſelf and advantage to his employers. 


of 
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of my Lord P. and now leave him in the full 
poſſeſſion of theſe much · envied honours, to turn 
our attention to the ſtate of the Borough of Lud- 
low, after the late election. 

In conſequence of the meeting of the Burge ſſes 
on the 26th of September, the following ap- 


peared : 


Borough of Ludlow, in the county of Salop. 
At a meeting of the Burgeſſes, according to a 
public advertiſement, at the White Lion, in Lud- 
low, on Monday the 25th of September, 1780. 
| Reſolved, 
As the corporation of Ludlow did not come to 
any determination on the petitions preſented to 
them, on Saturday the 16th of laſt month, by 
the ſons of Burgeſſes, but propoſe to come to 4 
final reſolution on that matter, on the 13th day 
of October next; and as Lord Clive and Mr. 
Cornewall, the preſent members for this borough, 
have, in a hand-bill ſigned with their names, and 
addreſſed particularly to the petitioners, ſolemnly 
pledged themſelves © to be, on every occaſion, 
the friends of their rights, and the aſſerters of 
their privileges; 
Reſolved, 

That we will wait the event of that day, con- 
fiding in the juſtneſs of our claims, and the de- 
clarations of our repreſentatives, who, we have 

- 3" "i 
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no doubt, will procure our admiſſion into the 
claſs of ſworn Burgeſſes, on that day, if they 
ſeriouſly and earneſtly maittain our cauſe, and 
are ſupported by their friends m the chamber ; 
But if they mean merely to give a vote, with- 
out making uſe of their intereſt in the corpora- 
tion, in favour of the petitioners, we ſhall look 
on ſuch conduct as inſidious, calculated to gain a 
momentary popularity, deceive the Burgeſſes, and 
prevent, as far as is in their power, the 8 
of their rights and privileges. 


THOMAS BLAINEY, 
| Clerk to the Meeting- 
Ludlow, Sept. 25, 1780. 


On the 13th of October, this matter was de- 
bated in the 'chamber, but our worthy Repre- 
ſentatives, notwithſtanding their ſolemn promiſes 
made to the petitioners, did not ſay a ſyllable in 
ſupport of their claims, but readily acquieſced in 
every thing ſaid againſt them. The only perſons 
who openly oppoſed their claims, were Frederick 
Cornewall, ſen. Thomas Knight, and Somerſet 
Davies, Eſqrs. yet, ſtrange to tell, theſe gentle- 
men, a few weeks before, canvaſſed theſe very 
perſons, and were of opinion they had a right to 
vote for Members of the Borough. 

It was expected that Mr. K. who was now in 
the chamber, in conformity to his political prin- 
ciples, 
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ciples, would have taken a decided part in favour 
of the Burgeſſes; but in this, as in every other 
expectation of ſervice or good - will from this gen- 
tleman, they were diſappointed. 


Soon after, the following letter was addreſſed 
to him: 
Ecce iterum Criſpinus ! Juv. 
SIR, 


It was given out by your friends, that the perſons 
claiming to be Burgeſſes of Ludlow would find an 
advocate in you, and were more likely to meet 
with ſucceſs now the corporation is honoured with 
a Member of profeſſed conſtitutional principles. 

They urged that, beſides being moved by the 
equity of their claims, founded on the uſage of 

the Borough, it would occur to a gentleman of 
Mr. K.—'s political ſagacity, that the admiſſion of 
theſe perſons would promote the independence of 
the Borough, by increaſing the number of its n 
electors; and they inſiſted upon it, that a gentle- l 
man, who had e xpatiated ſo frequently and warm- | | 


ly on the neceſlity of reſtoring independence to 
the Commons Houſe of Parliament, would rea- 
dily ſupport a meaſure, that, in ſome degree, had ö 
that tendency. They flattered themſelves, Sir, — 
that having, in a moment of ſatiety and indif- | 
ference, deſerted the firſt object of a youthful ! 
palſion, you would have eagerly ſeized an o- ' 
F 2 portunity 
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portunity of returning to her arms, and that your 
embraces would have been warm, in proportion 
to your abſence from her. They did not con- 
ſider the ſtate of your preſent attachment; and 
that the hour of fruition not being come, the 
time of deſertion was not yet arrived. 

In the firſt moment of your political life, we 
ſaw you leading on the Freeholders of the county 
of Hereford to petition Parliament with an ardour 
that did credit to your feelings, and heard you 
harangue them in a language that did honour to 
your underſtanding. The Burgeſſes of Ludlow 
admired your public ſpirit; and wiſhed for ſuch a 
champion to reſcue them from dependence and 
diſgrace, For above half a century they had had 
no ſhare in the choice of their Repreſentatives ; a 
noble Earl regularly nominating them, without 
conſulting either their inclination or their intereſt. 
They wiſhed to diſtinguiſh the æra of their poli- 
tical liberty by the choice of a man, whoſe youth- 
ful activity in ſupport of the conſtitution of his 
country, had diſtinguiſhed him above his equals. 
They made application to you. What uſe you 


have made of that application, I will not tell the 


public: I am not yet ſo much your enemy as to 
with them to know it. The conſequence was an 
alliance formed (with the approbation of Mr. Pro- 
bert) between the Earl of P. Lord C. and you. 


Your friends call it a triumvirate; in which we 


{hall 
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ſhall ſoon ſee you acting the part of Octavius, and 
ſtripping Lepidus and Antony of their ſhare of 
power and influence“. One article of this treaty 
was ſaid to be, that you'ſhould relieve Mr. Corne- 
wall in his uneaſy and expenſive ſtation at Leo- 
minſter; and that, on Lord Clive's being made a 
Peer, you ſhould ſucceed him, on better terms, 
in the Borough of Ludlow. If the Borough of 
Ludlow, Sir, had been the object of : your deſires, 
how eaſy and honourable had been the acqui- 
ſition! You need not have attended the levee of a 
noble Earl, or folicited the powerful recommenda- 
tion of Mr. Probert. You need not have oppoſed 
an independent country gentleman, your moſt 
intimate friend, in favour of miniſterial candi- 
dates, nor canvaſſed againſt thoſe very perſons 
who had generouſly offered you their aſſiſtance in 
the Borough of Ludlow, and had-a- demand on 
your honour for, at leaſt, a perfeQ neutrality. * 
It would have beer: given in a manner that 
would have done credit to the Burgeſſes, and 
brought no diſgrace upon you. They would not 
have bargained for a large ſum of money to be 
paid on your taking your ſeat in Parliament; nor 


* This gentleman's friends ſeem to have tao good an opi- 
nion of his ingenuity ; or, at leaſt, are not aware that they 


pay a compliment to hjs underſtanding at the expence of his 
integrity, 


would 
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would you have been reproached with practices 
that render patriotiſm ridiculous. 

They would have ſet you an example of diſin- 
tereſtedneſs, which patriot virtue might þ have co- 
pied without bluſhing. 

You might have led them on from canquering 
to conquer. By defeating the corporation in their 
attacks on the rights of the Burgeſſes, you would 
have inflamed their zeal, and added gratitude to 
their affection; and, by increaſing the number of 
the electors, would only haue increaſed che num- 
ber of your friends. 

My Lord Sheffield's triumph over che corpo- 
ration of Coventry would have been inferior to 
your's over the tyranny of another; for while he 
gave a feeble voice, in ſupport of an unprincipled 
adminiſtration, in return for his regiment and his 
title, you might have raiſed yours, unbiaſſed and 
unbought, in ſupport of public liberty, and the 
conſtitution of your country. 

Your name, then, Sir, might have been men- 
tioned with honour, and D Caſtle might have 
been deemed the abode of public virtue: what it 
is now the abode of, I leave to your own feel - 
ings; and, am, Sir, with due reſpect, 

| Your humble ſervant, 
A BURGESS. 


Ludlow, Oct. 20, 1780, 
The 


(WF. 

The ſons of Burgeſſes finding their petitions 
were haughtily rejected by the corporation, though 
they had candidly ſtated in their ſeveral petitions, 
that perſons in their own families had been ad- 
mitted in the very predicament they ſtood, (which 
ſhewed the folly as well as injuſtice of ſuch re- 
jection) and that no hopes of ſupport or ſervice 
could be expected from their Repreſentatives, 
formed an aſſociation for applying to the Court of 
King's Bench for redreſs. The conduct of their 
Repreſentatives, on this occaſion, was eaſily ac- 
counted for. Senſible that they were indebted 
folely to the noble Earl for their feats in Parlia- 
ment, and knowing him to be adverſe to the claims 
of the petitioners, they were only anxious to pre- 
ſerve his approbation, and totally indifferent about 
the opinions of conſtituents to whom they were 
under no obligation. A few weeks after, Lord C. 
and Mr. C. as members of the corporation, were 
ſerved with rules from the Court of King's Bench 
to ſhew cauſe why they refufed to comply with the 
petitions of thoſe perlons who claimed a right to 
be made Burgeſſes of Ludlow. It was curious 
to behold theſe gentlemen ſerved with writs by 
thoſe very perſons to whom they had voluntarily 
pledged themſelves to be, on all occaſions, the 
aſſerters of their rights and privileges.“ The 
breach of promile ſtared them in the face, and they 
made a faint overture of ſubſcribing to the ex- 
| pence 


1 ws 182K * a” . 
- * N IN 8 * — 2 2 8 ME" * 6 N , 
„K nn IS. i. os - — e * 3 * 


8 * 
# * 
% 6 - 
PPP 


146 
pence of tlie proſecution, on the part of the Bur- 
geſſes; to which no regard was paid. 

To prove the ſincerity of theſe offers, the agent 
for the petitioners was directed to write to Lord C. 
and Mr. C. requeſting the uſe of papers relative 
to this buſineſs, which were ſaid by their friends to 
be in their hands, and at the ſervice of the Bur- 
geſſes. To this application Lord C. anſwered, 
* that he would have enquiry made about ſuch 
papers and, when he returned into the country, 
would wait on the agent ;” which he never did. 
Mr. C. returned no anſwer ; -but, ſometime after, 
wrote to „is agent, and after ridiculing the cauſe | 
and conduct of the petitioners, boaſted of his 
having offered to be at half the expence of the 
Proſecution, and reproached the petitioners with 
rejecting his propoſal with contempt. The truth 
is, this generous offer was never made; and, 
therefore, could not be contemptuouſly rejected. 

We will now leave the cauſe of the petitioners in 
the Court of King's Bench (a place it naturally 
reſted in for ſome time) to take a view of the Par- 
liamentary conduct of Lord C. after his memorable 
declaration that he had a due ſenſe of his duty 
as a Repreſentative of the people of England.” 
His Lordſhip ſtill continued devoted to the ſervice 
of the Miniſter, uniformly oppoſing every con- 
ſtitutional motion, and as uniformly voting on 


every oueſtion, with Adminiſtration, As many 
* bills 


64 


1 Ci conſec equence to che intereſts and, welfare 
che p Fn were a at this ti time about to be brought 
; 115 Parliament, a friend to his Lordſhip, who 
moſt” anxiouſly ' wiſhed to fee his profeſſions and 
conduQ coincide, addreſſed the following to him : 


My P's | 

In your addreſs to the Burgeſſes of Ludlow, 
laſt Summer, you told them, © that your conduct 
had en ſteady in ſupport of the conſtitution, un- 
bialled' by any other conſideration than that of 
your duty as a Repreſentative of the people of 
England: and that, in a juſt, ſenſe of that duty, 
you preſumed. to ſolicit their votes at the ap- 
proaching election.“ 

Without enquiring in what inſtances you ſup- 
ported. the . conſtitution in the laſt Parliament, I 
beg | leave to put you in mind of your declaration, 
à that you have a juſt ſenſe of your duty as a 
Repreſentative of the people of England.” Ik 
therefore any bills are brought into Parliament 


this ſeſſion, to corre& abuſes in the ex penditufe 


of public money, to reduce exorbitant emoluments 
of office, to aboliſh ſinecure places and unmerited 
penſions ; to diminiſh theunconſtitutional influence 
of the Crown, I have no doubt that © in a juſt 
ſenſe of your duty as a Repreſentative of the 
people of England,” you will give thoſe bells all 
the ſupport in your power. 
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It has been ſaid, that Your: Lordſhip i is beholden 
to a noble Earl for your ſeat 1 in Parliament, a 
that he expects you to follow his bre 
ſupport the Miniſter on all occaſions. I flatter 
myſelf, my Lord, that your parliamentary conduct 
will refute this calumny, and prove to your con- 
ſtituents that you are that © ſteady luppagter of 
the conſtitution” you profeſs you rſelf. 

Beſides, 1105 Lord, the ingratitude 3 you have ex- 
3 om "Adninifiratic 5 ſhould detach 10 
man © of ſpirit from their ferv "Your, worthy 
uncle, the $5 tain, "obſerved | jo t Fre Burgeſſes | > 
Ludlow, previous te to the eleclion, that though your 
Lordſhup "had voted with the Mi miſtry,” Ever ſince 
you kid been'in | Parliament, © you bad. not, by | o 
doing. obtained any thing for yourſelf or "Friends : 7 
and yet, my Lord, to do Juſtiee b N 
though chey AIP not duly rewarded, they hays 
not totally overlooked | your ſervices... Before the 
Captain made. this declaration, th they had, at our, 


ſolicitation, given a prebendaiy 1 V your relation the 


Axchdeacon, and a place i in rdnance to your 
friends Meſſrs. D Oiley ; and Strachey 3 


Such favours as "theſe the 18 — Captain, 
who, perhaps, wiſely looks ſorward to greater, 


elleems nothing; and, indeed, my Lord, they are 


nothing, when put in competition with your duty 
to your conſtituents and your country. The 
wealthy grandeur, the luper. eminent power of 


this 
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this empire, is, perhaps, irrecoverably loſt; but 


by the ſpirited efforts of your Lordſhip, and other 


great and good men, who have a juſt ſenſe of 
their duty as Repreſentatives of the people of 


England,” we yet hope to preſerve che liberty and 
n. of ny . 


1 am, with due ** al 
ur ba 8 obedient n 


A BURGESS, 


Ludle, Fm 24, 1 78 L. 
This friendly admonition had no effect. We 


ſtill faw him join with the Miniſter in laying 


freſh burthens on an impoveriſhed and almoſt 


ruined people; and even, in February laſt, when 
General Conway made a motion for putting an 
end to che American war, the acknowledged cauſe. 


of all our ſufferings, his Lordſhip ſupported the 
Miniſter in his oppoſition to it. 

Here ended our long and patient expeRation of 
ſome good from his Lordſhip's © juſt ſenſe of his 


duty,” &e.—The parliamentary conduct of Lord 


C. and Mr. C. will never be forgotten by the 
Burgeſſes of this place: a virtuous Adminiſtra- 
tion, and the proſpeC of a peace may, for awhile, 
baniſh it from their thoughts; but the oppreſſive 
taxes laid on the neeeſſaries of life, and the great 
addition made to the national debt, (which will 

4 make 
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make thoſe taxes perpetual) will recal to their 
minds the injuries they have received, and the Re- 
preſentatives, to whoſe ſelfiſh or ſervile conduct 
they may, in a great meaſure, be attributed. Gen- 
tlemen, who, through two Parliaments, voted 
with the Miniſter on every queſtion ; who ſupported 
him in all his mad and ambitious ſchemes of in- 
creaſing the Influence of the Crown, and enſlav- 
ing their fellow - ſubjects, cannot, by the moſt can- 
did and indulgent, be ſuppoſed to be actuated by 
a juſt ſenſe of their duty as Repreſentatives « of the 
people of England.” The ruling paſſion, which 
ſpoke by. their voice, and influenced their. actions, 
may remain, a.ſecret here; but muſt be diſcovered 
when they are called upon to give an account of 
their conduct in a place, where neither a thirſt 
for wealth, or an eager defire of honours, will 
be admitted as an excuſe for the evils they have 
been inſtrumental in entailing on an . and 
much- injured people! 1 

But it may be ſaid that theſe gentlemen (like 
their gracious Sovereign). have their private vir- 
tyes; and that theſe, and the many ſervices they 
| have done the Burgelles, wr not to _ un- 
noticed. „ 

Mr, "of has, abt at two or * Burgeſſes 
into the. Exciſe: and, I doubt not, would put 
more, if by friends were [till in the Treaſury. 


As 


C 45; 

As to his wortliy colleague, I. never heard of 
his doing any ſervice to, or conferring any favour 
on, any inhabitant of this place, in the many 
years we have hack the honour of n e 
ſented by hm.. 

His Loads: i is, * Silks to thoſe 
gentlemen who delight in rural fports. He al- 
lows them to angle where he knows there are no 
fiſh; and, IT make no doubt, with equal gene- 
roſity, would permit them to ſhoot, if his manors 
afforded no game. | 

I nov turn from theſe diſguſting objes to bet- 
ter; to the Burgeſſes proceeding with [firmneſs 
and petſeverance for the recovery of their rights. 
No ſooner were the corporation ſerved with writs, 
than the Preux Chevalier preſented himſelf as their 
champion and defender. | 

This gentleman was neither a Burgeſs or mem- 
ber of the corporation, but being appointed by 
his noble maſter to the government of the town, 
and inveſted. with the authority of Dictator, it 
was his duty to take care, ne quid detriment capiat 
poteſlas ejus. Knowing that if the Burgeſſes ſuc- 
ceeded in recovering their rights, their numbers 
would increaſe, the independence of the borough 
be promoted, and the power aſſumed by the 
noble Earl of chuſing its Repreſentatives be ſhaken 
to its foundation, he was determined to do all in 
his power to counteract their endeavours. To 


accom- 
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accompliſh this, a. priry cbuncil was held at the 
houſe of the noble Earl, in this place; canfiſting 
of our worthy Repreſentatives, the learned Chap- 
lain of the H of , and a few more 
gentlemen of le le and moſt | profound a 


attachment. 
An order was due by the Dior, 2 the 


records, charters, books, &c. of the corporation 
ſhould be laid before the council; which was 
done, with all humility, by the Town-Clerk. 
Theſe venerable relics, which, for ages, had lain 
undiſturbed in peaceful duſt, unknown to alder- 
men, unheard of by common - councilmen, were 
now forced from their aſylum, and tranſplanted, 
with fearleſs indiſcretion, to the nn abode of 
mirth and diſſipation. | 
Their dry contents, the jeſt mY — 
law, were here made palatable by a proper mix- 


ture of claret, champagne, and burgundy. After 


a few weeks of gay deliberation, a jeaſe was pro- 
duced, the happy offspring of united talents, bear- 


ing the charatteriſtic qualities of the ſeveral ar- 
tif}s, being marked with the dull caution of the 


A. the pert mſignificance of the C. and the © 
ſhrewd ſagacity of the L. With triumphant ex- 


pedition it was tranſmitted to counſel; and with 


lutle leſs celerity returned, with the mortifying 
declaration, that the corporation could not 
maintain the power they had aſſumęd that it 

| would 
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would be prudent. to admit, | the: petitioners, and 
put an end to the conteſt. In, conſequence of 
this declar ation, a chamberrmeeting was held gn 
the 7th of May. laſt, and the petitioners were ad- 
mitted Burgeſſes; the noble Earl, and our wor- 
thy, Repreſentatiyes graciouſly attending to con- 
gratulate the ſeyeral claimants on their admiſſion. 

Much having been ſaid of Mr. Corne walls pro- 
fefſions of attachment to the petitioners, - and com- 


plaints having heen made of the little regard paid 


to thoſe profeſſions, 1 ſhall take occaſiog to * 
tion a fact, which will demonſtrate. whether the 
Burgeſles gave due credit to this eee 
feſſipns or not. 

On the 7th of M ay e as y Ga 
28 the ſeveral claimants had been admitted, Mr. 
Comewall moved in the chamber, * that, for the 
future, every perſon, admitted a Burgeſs, ſhould 
be ſworn i in at a, chamber-meeting, and not as hi- 
therto on a common court-day ;” which is every 
Tueſday in the year. 


If this motion had paſſed, the right of admiſ- 


ſion, now reſtored to the ſons of Burgeſſes, would 
have been uſeleſs and nugatory, as chamber- meet- 
ings ſometimes are held but once a year, aud the 
time of holding them is generally kept ſo ſecret, 
that perſons admitted Burgeſſes, and living at a 
diſtance, would ſeldom have an opportunity of 
attendivg to be ſworn; for want of which the 
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night of urge d as with kick, Ader 
deſoend to their children. Befides, that out of mam 
admitted at one chamber- meeting, ſome whul . 
generally die before the tiext, or time of fwear⸗ 
ing arrived ; fo chat, by this mantkubre, the num- 
ber of Burgeſſes would-be contitually decreafing, 
and the old Tyſter of Cofffning the right of Bur- 
gefsſhip'to as few perlolis'ux poſhible would have 
appeared in a new forni, and, perhaps, Have er 
with better 'ſucceſs.— In juſtice b the corpora- 
Bort, ir muſt be chic, lefiged that this inſidious 
propoſition was almoſt unanimouſly rejeRed. | | 
| The corporation having yielded to the claims 
of the petitioners, it was thought. proper that an 
addreſs to the Burgeſſes in general, iifortding 
them of this" inte hy vere, Made appear in 
the pubke papers: A copy of it is here given 
ot account of the curious comment which Kathie: 
ed it; and which, to'evince our impartiality 5 ain 
attends it. a”, Oma nad CIT 
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70 che Burgeſſes of the Boeuf Ludln! 


Gentlemen, 

I beg leave to inform you, that in a 
of the corporation's paying no regard to the re- 
peated petitions of the ſons of Burgeſſes, and 
others who claimed a right to be admitted Bur- 
geſſes of the town of Ludlow, an aſſociation was 
formed laſt ſummer, by ſome of the moſt reſpec- 

table 
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table characters in this county, for the purpoſe of 
applying to the Court of King's Bench for juſtice 
to be done to theſe perſons. A rule to ſhew cauſe 
was ſoon obtained, Aſter a delay of ſeveral 
months, under the pretence of having neceſſary 
time to make a return to the ſeveral writs, the 
corporation have thought proper to ſubmit, and 
the ſeveral claimants were, this day, admitted 
Burgeſſes. 

I congratulate you, gentlemen, on the down- 
fal of an uſurped power, which the corporation 
have exerciſed for many years, with a deſign of 
confining the right of Burgeſsſhip to as few per- 
ſons as poſſible; and in which they had fo far 
ſucceeded, as to confine it almoſt to themſelves. 

Your ſons, and daughters' huſbands, will now, 
without diſtinction, be admitted Burgeſſes. The 
party who have done all in their power to deprive 
them of the important right of voting for Mem- 
bers of Parliament, may, perhaps, make a merit 
of granting what they could no longer withhold. 
I flatter myſelf that ſuch inſinuations will meet 
with the contempt they merit; and am, Gentle- 
men, with great regard, 


Your devoted humble ſervant, 


THOMAS BLAINEY, 
Agent to the Aſſociated Burgeſſes. 
Ludlow, May 7, 1782. | 
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Jam ſorry to ſee your name ſubſcribed to an 


addreſs in a public paper of the 11th inſtant. As 
a dependent character, Sir, it behoves you to 
avoid all perſonal reflections. I am ſorry alſo to 
ſay that many infinuations, contained in the ad- 
dreſs alluded to, are illiberal, unmanly, and un- 
generous. That cauſe muſt be very weak indeed, 
which wants abuſe for its defence, or ſcandal for 
its protection. I profeſs myſelf as utter an enemy 
to undue influence, or to any, the leaſt infringe- 
ment upon the laws and conſtitution of my coun- 
try, as any man breathing. 
To the venality of magiſtrates—the incroach- 
ments of power the injured rights of election, 


and to illegal repreſentation, I ſhall, at all times, 


moſt chearfully ſubſcribe my diſapprobation. With 


reſpect to the members of the corporation of Lud- 


low, I muſt ſay that I always hitherto have, and 
I truſt never ſhall have reaſon to conſider them 


otherwiſe than a body of men of the moſt un- 


biaſſed principles, of the moſt irreproachable 


conduct. 
That man who eifolutely Rands forth in de- 


fence of the antient rights and privileges of his 
country, will ever merit applauſe from the vir- 
tuous and ſenſible part of the community. But 
1 need not tell you, that what you have ſo re- 


cently 
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cently obtained, and what you ſo triumphantly 
boaſt of, 1s no part of the antient privileges of 
the ante-nati petitioners. But to deſcend to a 
more minute inveſtigation of the matter, I have 
conſidered your addreſs with every poſiible atten- 
tion, and muſt beg leave, after what you have 
ſaid, to relate a few out of many facts, in order 
to wipe off at leaſt ſome part of the diſgrace which 
you have endeavoured to bring on the corpora- 
tion, Your charge of uſurped power is equally un- 
Juſt and illiberal. You muſt well recollect, Sir, 
that, at the laſt Genera! Election for the Borough 
of Ludlow, two important queſt.ons aroſe. The 
firlt, whether the ſons, and the huſbands of daugh- 
ters, who were born before their fathers were 
ſworn, had a right to vote? — I he ſecond, whe- 
ther the grandſons, and the huſbands of grand- 
daughters, had alſo a right to vote ?—You muſt 
remember that the two candidates, the noble Lord 
and his colleague, applied to the ante-nati peti- 
tioners indiſcriminately. That upon a report hav- 
ing been induſtriouſly circulated of their enter- 
taining a wiſh to abridge the petitioners of their 
right, an advertiſement immediately appeared, ad- 
dreſſed by the two candidates to thoſe very peti- 
tioners, requeſting their votes, promiſing them 
their ſuture ſupport in defending their rights, and 
aſſerting their privileges. To what then does 
your general charge of uſurped power amount ? 
H 2 Every 
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Every impartial unprejudiced mind will not he, 
ſitate to declare it an aſſumption as falſe, as it is 
uncandid and diſingenuous. 5 . 
In another place, you ſeem as though you were 
anticipating a conduct that I will be bold to ſay, 
till the appearance of your addreſs, wauld never 
have been thought of by any Member of the cor- 
' poration. You ſay, perhaps the party may make 
A merit of granting what they could no longer 
withhold.” With how much more propriety 
might the oppoſite party have ſaid, < perhaps the 
addreſſer and his friends are diſſatisfied, —perhaps 
they wiſhed to have gained a victory in the courts 
of law ;—and perhaps the end of all their wiſhes 
was, that they and their friends might have had 
the namination of members to ſerve in Parliament, 
or rather might have had the Borough at their 
own diſpoſal ; and then doubtleſs it would have 
been bartered for a good price.“ I have this 
moment heard it hinted, but how far ſuch inti- 
mations are true I know not, that the addreſs is 
not genuine—that f in ſubſcribing your name to it, 
you have only acted in pliant ſervility to REF 
perſon. To whar then can your deſire of appear- 
ing in the character of a paltry newſpaper ſcribbler 
be imputed, but to your vanity ? Remember, Sir, 
the fable of the daw, Ne moreat cornicula riſum, 
furttuis nudata coloribus. | 
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The only way to make yourſelf diſtinguiſhed 
js to convert your vanity into emulation ; and as 
you ſeem deſirous of making a figure in the li- 
terary world, you have nothing to do but to ſtrain 
every nerve in ſtudy and application. Your me- 
rit will then command what you now ſeek in vain, 
and while you are ambitious of courting applauſe, 
you will not make yourſelf the jeſt and laughing- 
ſtock of your neighbours. One word more and 
I have done. You have buſineſs to attend to, let 
this be your firſt care ; never more be perſuaded 
to riſque the good will of your friends for a little 
empty praiſe, nor be led into the gratification of a 
paſſion, which, to gratify, is to forfeit every claim 
to the approbation of thoſe whoſe good opinion 
alone is truly valuable. I have ever conſidered 
myſelf in a peculiar manner honoured by. your 
acquaintance, and ſhall ſtill be ambitious of call- 
ing you friend. Be aſſured you have my ſincere 
wiſhes for your welfare, and that I am 


Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


Ludlow, May 14, 1782. 
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The following anſwer was returned : 
To PHILO-VERITAS. 


S I R, 


Mr. B. not thinking it worth while to take any 
notice of a letter addreſſed to him by an anony- 
mous Writer, as a common Burgeſs, ſomewhat in- 
tereſted in the ſubject, I ſhall take the liberty of 
making a few remarks on it. | 

I ſhall not ſay that your obſervations are * il. 
liberal, unmanly, and ungenerous ;” becauſe [ 
agree with you that © that cauſe muſt be weak 
indeed that wants abuſe for its defence, and ſcan- 
dal for its protection; and becauſe I am con- 
ſcious that the more the cauſe alluded to is known, 
and the better it is underſtood, the more the Bur- 
geſſes in general will be ſenſible of the ſervices 
done them by the ſupporters, and of the injurious 
treatment they have received from the inſidious 
oppolers of it. | | 

1 ſhall paſs over the parade you make of your 
patriotic ſentiments, and the © unbiaſſed prin- 
ciples of the corporation,” becaule I believe the 
exiſtence of the firſt as much as I do that of the 
latter; and only conſider how far your objections 
to Mr. B—'s addreſs are founded in reaſon and 
propriety. 

] ſhall examine them in the order they ſtand ; 
and, if in the courſe of ſuch examination, I ap- 

pear 


1 


pear to bear hard upon your maſters, they muſt 
thank your indiſcretion for bringing forward to 


public notice characters, which can only expect to 


paſs without cenſure, as far as they eſcape with- 
out obſervation, You begin with © I need not 
tell you that what you have ſo recently obtained, 
and what you ſo triumphantly boaſt of, is no part 
of the antient privileges of the ante-nati peti- 
tioners.”—You need not have told us this, tis 
true; and, in prudence ought not, as the aſſer- 
tion was likely to betray your ignorance, and ex- 
poſe you to contradiction; but as you have ha- 
zarded the aſſertion, I ſhall examine how far it is 
founded in truth. The privilege contended for 
by the petitioners was that of being made Bur- 
geſſes of Ludlow. The corporation refuſed to ad- 
mit them, on the pretence that they were horn be- 
fore their fathers were ſworn. On an inſpection 
of the corporation-books, it appeared that, from 
time immemorial, ſuch perſons had been admitted. 
On this ground the corporation fubmitted ; and, 
allowing the claim of the petitioners to be founded 
on cuſtom, or antient right, they admitted them, 
In the height of your zeal for the honour of your 
maſters, you are not aware that, by aſſerting that 
the claim of the petitioners was not founded on 
antient right, you reproach them with adviſing 
the corporation unneceſlarily to give up their pri- 
vileges, and caſt ſome cenſure on thoſe gentlemen 


of 
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of © unbiaſl:d principles,“ who fo implicitly fol- 
lowed that advice. 

Your next obſervation is, that the charge of 
u/urped power, as applied to the corporation, is un- 
jalt.” I ſhall prove the contrary, by taking a 
view of the conduct of the corporation relative | 
to this matter. 

From the year 1727, the corporation would 
not admit any perſons Burgeſſes, unleſs they were 
known to be attached to the intereſt of the late 
Earl of Powis. In 1767, William Pearce Hall, 
Eq. ſon of a Burgeſs, and born after his father's 
admiſſion, petitioned for admiſſion, but was re- 
fuſed. He applied to the Court of King' $ Bench 
for redreſs, and obtained it. | 

Finding they could not obtain a diſcretionary 
power of admitting or rejecting ſons of Bur- 
geſſes at pleaſure, they began, ſubſequent to the 
laſt-mentioned period, to uſurp a power of ex- 
cluding thoſe who were born before their father's 
en. 

The petitioners . to the Court of 
King's Bench of this uſurped power; and the cor- 
poration acknowledged the truth of the charge by 
voluntarily relinquiſhing it. 

| You cannot forget that a noble Earl told the 
corporation, at their laſt meeting, that the mat- 
| ter in diſpute between them and the petitioners 
had been fully conſidered; that the books of ad- 


miſſion 
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miſſion had been carefully examined ; that the ad- 
vice of counſel had been taken upon them, and 
that they were- of opinion that the corporation. 
could not ſupport the power they had aſſumed.” 
Mr. B. made uſe of the word. uſurped :” whe- 
ther that or his Lordſhip's is moſt proper, I leave 
to grammarians to determine. In my opinion, 
every exerciſe of power, not founded on right, 
or eſtabliſhed by legal authority, is uſurpation.— 
' You now quit the ſubject, or (to ſpeak in a lan- 
guage you are better acquainted with) leave your 
brief, to beſtow a little praiſe, by way of impli- 
cation, on your employers. | 

I have no doubt that it was well received: it is 
the firſt offering of the kind they were ever pre- 
ſented with, and ought to be valued in poportion 
to its rarity. I will not paſs any cenſure on it, as 
it ma) originate in a good motive,—a grateful 
ſenſe cf favours received; but beg of you, for 


the future, not to forget the Poet's obſervation, 
that 


* Praiſe undeſerv d is ſatire in diſguiſe,” 


You obſerve, * that the noble Lord and his col- 
league applied to the ante-nati petitioners indiſ- 
criminately ; that, upon a report having been in- 
duſtriouſly circulated of their entertaining a wiſh 
to abridge the petitioners of their rights, an ad- 
vertiſement unmediately appeared, addreſſed by 
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the two candidates to theſe very petitioners, re- 
queſting their votes, and promiſing them their fu- 
ture ſupport in defending their rights and aſſert- 


ing their privileges,” 


It is true that Lord Clive and Mr. Cornewall 
did promiſe the petitioners to be, on all occaſions, 
the aſſerters of their rights and privileges; and it 
is no leſs true that, ſoon after, when this matter 
was agitated in the chamber, they not only did 
nat ſay a ſyllable in ſupport of their claims, but 


_ readily concurred in every meaſure taken to op- 


poſe them. A report did prevail, that the noble 
Lord and his colleague had received opinions of 
counſel, ſetting forth that the petitioners had no 
right to vote for members of the Borough. This 
was poſitively denied in a printed paper, ſub- 
ſeribed with their names; though one of their 
agents, by indiſcreetly ſhe wing the opinions to his 
acquaintance, had eſtabliſhed the fact beyond the 
ſhadow of a doubt. I remember to have heard, 
from good authority, that this paper was written 
by Mr. P. and as very probably his maſters never 
ſaw it before its publication, they might not think 
themſelves anſwerable for the truth of its con- 
tents, or bound to obſerve the promiſes it con- 
tained. I beg leave ſeriouſly to aſk (and I do 
itin Latin by way of giving you a ſcrap for your 
cornicula } 


« Quid 


RX 
6c *Quid domini facient, audent cum talia fures 5 
You needuaet find fault with Mr. B—s obſer- 


vation, that, perhaps, the party may make a 
merit of granting what they could no longer with- 
hold ;” becauſe you do not underſtand it. 


% Quid domini facient,” may be judged from the fol- 
lowing anecdote. About three-years ago, a letter came from 
government to the magiſtrates of Ludlow, enquiring if they 
could furniſh accommodations for a certain number of French 
or Spaniſh priſoners. Some time after, Mr. P. told a tradeſ- 
man of that place that he found he had applied to the Com- 
miſſioners of the ſick and hurt, who had the ſuperintendence 
of the priſoners, for the agency; but that ke had received 
orders from the Lords P. and C. to uſe their intereſt with 
adminiſtration to counteract ſuch application, as he, in con- 
junction with ſeveral others, had promoted a race in the 
town of Ludlow, contrary to the known pleaſure and in- 
clination of thoſe Lords. The noble Lords ſucceeded in 
their virtuous attempt, and another perſon was appointed. 

The town of Ludlow had, for many years, excellent races, 
but the noble Lords, by carefully fixing them at an improper 
time, and advertizing them too late, have brought them (as 
indeed every thing elſe they baye meddled with) into diſcredit 
and contempt, | 

At the period alluded to, they were of opinion, that it 
would be improper there ſhould be any races, as they ſhould 
be abſent on military duty (though the noble Earl could 
neglett chat duty, even when the kingdom was threatened 
with an invaſion, to ſupport his Candidates at the laſt 
EleQion) but the inhabitants, with a ſpirit that did them 
honour, ſubſcribed a bundred guineas, and had races as uſual. 
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By * party,” you think the corporation is 
meant; but if it is conſidered how little they had 


; to do with this buſineſs, it will appear that that 
-term could not, with any propriety, be applied to 


No chamber-meeting was held to conſider of 


their ſituation, and to deliberate what returns 


ſhould be made to the ſeveral wits they were ſerv- 
ed with. The good Knight (ſo dubbed by Mr. 


Burke on his return from his Welch expedition) 
always ready for mation, whether to contend with 


the ſturdy Britons of the principality, or the no 
leſs ſlurdy Burgefles of Ludlow, formed a com- 


mittee, at the houſe of a noble Earl, conſiſting of 


Members of Parliament, attornies, agents, ſub- 
agents, &c. &c. from whence we ſaw him iſſue 
orders which lords, commoners; and even gentle- 
men of * unbiaſſed principles” ſubmitted to with- 
out heſitation, This was the party alluded to; 
or rather the cabal that combined to oppoſe the 
claims of the petitioners; that employed counſel 
to diſcover, if poſſible, ſome defect in theſe 
claims; and, I make no doubt, now employs you 

to traduce their agent. ; 
Your infinuation © that if the addreſſer and his 
friends had the Borough at their diſpoſal, it would, 
doubtleſs, be bartered for a good price,” is not 
worth notice. You do not believe it yourſelf, 
and 
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and, therefore, will not ſucceed in impreſſing : : 


on others. | | 

Your mention of © a good price” naturally 
recalls to our minds that diſgraceful period, when 
a ſeat for the Borough was given to an Iriſh Ma- 
caroni, in payment of a debt of honour due to a 
near relation of his; and induces us to. believe 
that, if the treaty entered into with Lord H—'s 
ſon, at the laſt election, had not been fruſtrated 
by the nomination of Mr. Beale, the Borough 
had again been diſpoſed of for a valuable con- 
ſideration. 

The gentlemen who ſupported Mr. Beale had 
two motives, which they are ready to avow to the 
whole world: One was to reſcue the Borough out 
of the hands of a Peer, who unconſtitutionally 
impoſes Members on the Houſe of Commons: 
Another, to ſend to Parliament a gentleman of 
independent principles, to oppoſe the meaſures 
of the late detegted adminiſtration. 

I hope it will never be forgotten, that in 
February laſt, when a motion was made in Par- 
liament to diſcontinue the American war, the 
caule of all our ſufferings and all our burthens, 
Lord Clive and Mr. Cornewall voted againſt it; 
and yet the former once told us, That he had a 
& gue ſenſe of his duty as a repreſentative of the 
people of England! | 
AO 
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'You ſhrewdly ſuſpect that Mr. B. did not write 
the addreſs—I will honeſtly tell you the truth, 
and could wiſh that you and your employers were 
equally diſpoſed to do it. | 

The addreſs was drawn up in the preſence of 
ſeveral of the aſſociated Burgeſſes, and ſigned by 
the Agent, as a circular letter, to be ſent to the 
aſſociators in the ſeveral counties. 7 

It was highly imprudent in you to animadvert 
on a publication of this kind; as, whenever you 
have the good fortune to meet with the like ho- 
nourable employment, you may, in turn, be ex- 
poſed to the attack of ſome paltry ſcribbler.” 
Theſe words you apply to Mr. B. acting in the 
line of his profeſſion, and giving neceſſary infor- 
mation to his clients. With much more propriety 
may they be applied to him, who, without any 
provocation, attacks a gentleman in the public 
papers; and after charging him with faults he 
never committed, and ridiculing him for miſtakes 
he never made, concludes with inſulting him with 
profeſſion of ſriendſhip and eſteem. It is not 
writing in a public paper that conſtitutes the paltry 
ſcribbler (the people of Eugland draw much uſeful 
knowledge from this wide-ſpreading channe]) but 
an artful endeavour to miſlead, and, by falſehood 
and miſrepreſentation, make the worlt appear 


the 
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the better cauſe, That you have not ſucceeded in 
doing it, is not owing to purity of intention, but 
want of ability. If you wifh to do it in future, 
with better ſucceſs, you muſt take the advice you 
give, ſtrain every nerve in ſtudy and applica- 
* tion;” and, in proceſs of time, you may attain 
the object of your ambition, and be capable of 
doing the miſchief, which, at preſent, you have 
only an inclination to. If you will favour- us 
with a ſpecimen of your progreſs, from time to 


time, I ſhall carefully attend to your literary 
advancement ; 


And am, Sir, 
With ſincere wiſhes for your improvement, 
Your very humble ſervant, 


A BURGESS. 
Ludlow, June 8, 1782. 


I ſhall make no further obſervations on the par- 
liamentary conduct of Lord C. and Mr. C. It 
is impoſlible to reflect on it without indignation, 
or to ſpeak of it without contempt. 

They have both had a fair trial; and the man, 
who has kept his eye upon them through two 
parliaments, and would be inſtrumental in any 
degree in giving them ſeats in a third, may be 
julily ſuſpected of ſomething worle than indiffer- 

ence 
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ence to the welfare and intereſts of his fellow- 
ſubjects. | | 

His Lordſhip's friends ſpeak of him as a proper 
perſon to repreſent the county. | 

Dull as the entertamment would certainly be, 
I had rather hear Mr. Hill ſpeak for a full hour 
by the Shrewſbury clock, and mix the venerable 
name of Chriſt with the low politics of the day, 
than aſſiſt in giving him, a ſucceſſor, who would 
not be content with remaining harmleſs and infig- 
nificant in his ſituation. I ſubmit to * Mr. H. 
whether, after the long fatigue his Lordſhip has 
experienced in his ſteady ſupport of the Conſti- 
tution, through two Parhaments, he ought not, 
like the coach horſes (to which he ſo humourouſly 
compared the gallant Rodney) be permitted to 


„It is much to be wiſhed that this gentleman would con- 
fine himſelf to common-place obſervations, and ill-timed 
jeſts in the Houſe of Commons, and not print them for the 
amuſement of the public. Another {ky-rocket, or cracker, 


be the exploſion ever ſo gentle, if indiſcreetly fired, might 


demoliſh the ſmall remains of his political character which 

are left ſtanding. When a Knight of the Shire tells his 

Conſtituents, in print, that when he riſes to ſpeak, he is 

«« ſo embarraſſed as to be deprived of his ſenſes, and that if he 

% could ſuppoſe that there was nothing but empty benches in 
« the Houſe, he could make a tolcrable ſpeech;“ the: Free- 

holders begin to think that they have got“ but a midling, 

*« ſo ſa kind of repreſentative,” | 


retire 
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retire to the rich paſtures of Walcot, or Oakley- 
Park? Or, if he cannot be allowed to remain 
in idle innocence, and his friends are ſtill of 
opinion, that a perſon of his Lordſhip's confe- 
quence cannot, with propriety, be out of Par- 
liament, let him again ſubmit to their reſpeRful 
commands; and as the town of Shrewſbury ſeems 
to be weary of their patriot, let his Lordſhip offer 
them ſomething of a contrary quality; and, after 
a fair trial, they may find it, perhaps, of as much 
fervice as ſpecious pretences and deluſive pro- 
teſtations . 


The mention of one patriot naturally brings . 


another to our mind; and makes the tranfition 
from Mr. P. to Mr. K. perfectly eaſy. 
Notwithſtanding the report propagated by this 
gentleman s friends, I cannot believe that Mr. K. 
1s ſerious in his intentions of repreſenting the Bo- 
rough of Ludlow. As ſoon would I believe that 
the man who had robbed a virgin of the object of 


. ® See Mr. Pukeney's © Thoughts on the American War.““ 

This pamphlet was circulated, with uncommon diligence, by 
dhe late Adminiſtration, as a full juſtification of their conduct 
towards America. The leading fat he affected to reaſon 
from was flatly contradicted by Dr. Franklin; and Mr. P. 
was under the neceflity of ſubmitting to the diſgrace of ac- 
knowledging i it in the ſecond edition. This worthy patriot 


voted for a continuance of the American war in February 
laſt. 
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her chaſte defires, would have the aſſurance te 
propoſe himſelf to ſupply the place left vacant in 
her aching boſom. Beſides, the Borough of L. 
is ſtill ready to receive him, and, with mere- 
tricious forwardneſs, courts him to her gates; where 
he may again gain admiſſion on the fame reaſon- 
able terms which firſt procured * the gratifica- 
tion of his wiſhes. 

Lord B. is ſaid to be in arrear, and therefore 
not much in favour with his conſtituents. Being 
no longer Maſter of the Buck Hounds, and not 
receiving as much in one year as would pay for 
his election once in ſeven, he is under no obliga- 
tion to get a ſeat in Parliament, and diſplay his 
gratifhde to the Miniſter. Mr. K. may, there- 
fore, introduce his brother P. to his worthy con- 
ſtituents as a proper perſon to repreſent them in 
Parliament ; and no one will call in queſtion the 
propriety of the choice, The hypocriſy of the 
' patriot will be as welcome there as the ſervility of 
the courtier. The harlot, who is paid for the 
favours ſhe beſtows, has no right to be nice in the 
choice of her gallants ; but the chaſte-maiden, who 
wiſhes only for an equal return of affection and 
confidence, and has been long amuſed with * falſe 


The Reader wil! recolle& the many ſpecious proteſta- 
tions made by Lord C. and Mr. C. when they were candi- 
dates for her favour in the year 1780. 

promiſes 
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promiſes and broken vows, ſhould be cautious how 
ſhe again expoſes herſelf to treachery and inſult. 

. The man who impoſed on her credulity, and 
recommended ſuch characters to her notice, de- 
ſerves every mark of her reſentment, and ought 
never to be remeinbered but with indignation. 

If he had any ſenſe of ſhame, he would fly the 
preſence of an obje& which muſt recall to -his 
mind the unworthy treatment ſhe has received, 


and the baſe meaſures he projected for her ruin 
and proſtitution. | | 
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The following note was Wette omitted is its proper 
place, page 43, line 24, where the reference ſhould have 
been placed, a 9 che words, a virtuous Adminiſtration 0 


, * This was written when the Marquis of Rockingham was 
= firſt Lond of the Tread 


